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The guardians in charge of the sanctity

Imagine that we come to the palace of the king, and when we
enter the palace there is a list of all the guards in charge of
guarding the palace. We see the ages of the guards, and among
them we find that there are little children and even one-month-
old infants, a great wonder grabs us: Are these the king’s guards?
Not only do they not know how to guard, they do not even know
what guarding means?!
HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells Moshe Rabeinu (3:14), 22 nx Tp9'
"Nyni TN |an 107 73 ...17 — ‘Count the sons of Levi... every
male from one month of age and up’, and so Moshe did, he
counted them with the babies as per the command of Hashem,
and at the end the Torah brings the total (3:28), wTn |an 17D
'UTIPN DNwn Ny NIkN Wi 0'97R% Mny n7vnl — ‘Every
male from one month of age and up was eight thousand, six
hundred; the guardians in charge of the sanctity’, and we try to
understand who is the Torah referring to here as ‘the guardians
of the sanctity’? To one month old infants? And if so, there must
be a specific reason for this, and this too we want to know.
Chazal reveal to us what is so unique about the Tribe of Levi,
because they did not sin with the Golden Calf. Really, how did
they specifically withstand the difficult challenge, and they did
not sin with the Golden Calf? This did not begin there; this began
long before then. In Egypt when Pharoah called all Bnej Yisrael
to come and work for good pay, the Bnei Levi refused to go out
to work and remained in Kollel to learn Torah. Therefore, they
were not included in the subjugation of Egypt, and since all those
years they were guards in the Batei Medrash, therefore, when
the time of the challenge came, it was much easier for them to
withstand the challenge, and they did not err in the sin of the
Golden Calf. It is for this reason that the Creator chose them to
be ‘the guardians in charge of the sanctity’, for this assignment
does not demand of the assignee to be ‘armed’, just the
opposite, the service they are giving him is so spiritual, that they
already serve even before they can see anything, from one
month of age and up.
This week we are all standing again at ‘Kabbalas HaTorah’, and
everyone has the opportunity to join the legions of the king and
become ‘the guardians in charge of the sanctity’. This is not
difficult; we do not need a weapon and we do not have to learn
the art of war. We have but one clear decision, | belong here, and
this is something everyone can do.

- Tiv HaTorah - Bamidbar
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‘And much techina’

Friday. Just before the grocery store closed, | went into buy
two items that were missing from the house for Shabbos
Kodesh. When | took what | needed from the shelf, a box of
raw techina caught my eye. We had just made techina at
home and finished the box. | debated whether to take the
techina or leave it on the shelf for next week's shopping for
Shabbos. In the end | took the box for next week. After | paid
they closed a cash register and grocery. And as | start my car,
a call appears on the phone screen from the neighbor who
lives next door to my apartment, asking if | have raw techina
for him, since he is making techina salad, and sees that he has
run out of raw tahini. | told him | had in the car, and he didn't
understand my answer, until | explained to him that heaven
made me take it for next week and it turns out now that it's
not the next Shabbos but this Shabbos for the dear neighbor...

He got excited and said that the story had to be sent to ‘Tiv
HaHashgacha!! so here | am sending it...
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The virtue of those who teach Torah

(X:2) :12'0 102 NN NX "N 12T DI nWN DX NT20R 7N
These are the offspring of Aharon and Moshe on the day
Hashem spoke with Moshe at Mount Sinai. (3:1)
Rashi explains: They are called ‘offspring of Moshe’ because he

taught them Torah. It teaches us that whoever teaches his
friend’s son Torah the Torah views him as if he fathered him.
On the day Hashem spoke with Moshe these sons of Aharon
became Moshe’s offspring, because he taught them what he
had learned from the mouth of the Almighty.

These words must awaken us to the value of those who teach
children in yeshiva ketana and the work that they do, for aside their
merit of being designated ‘mezakei d’rabbim’ — ‘benefitting the
public’, and to teach Torah and musar to Jewish children who have
never tasted the taste of sin, they also merit to give birth to new
children in the world. Every child that they promote to Torah or
teach Torah, it is as if they gave fathered them, and just as the birth
of a child brings great joy to his father who gave birth to him, so it is
incumbent on him to rejoice over every child he educates.

If so, his joy must be doubled for if the birth of one boy each year
arouses joy to his father and mother, then more so to the teacher to
have 20 boys or more in his class every year...

Although this can be said of others who also spread Torah, those
who give shiur to older boys or young men, and Roshei Kollel who
help those learning Torah elevate. Nevertheless, teachers of
schoolchildren have an additional zchus [merit], as Chazal say in
the Gemara (Shabbos 21b) and in the Mishna (Avos 4:20), ‘One
who studies Torah as a child, to what can he be likened? To ink
written on fresh paper.’ That is, just as the writing on a new
piece of paper is clear and illuminating, so too is the little boy
who is taught by his Rebbe, and it is etched well in his mind.
This is the clear Torah that is implanted well in his heart, and
we call this ‘girsa d’yenukesa’ — ‘the learning of youth’, and this
Torah remains with him his entire life.

Additionally, these years are the main formative years, when
they begin taking their first steps and if they are set on the
right course at the outset of their journey it becomes the
foundation for all their journeys through life, for although
most of their lives they will have to strengthen the clarification
of their midos [traits], and perhaps they will need many
influencers who will align their minds and their ways in midos.
Still, the ‘preparation’ to accept all the encouragement is very
dependent on the chinuch they get at the beginning of their
journey. If they merit then to walk in the correct paths, then
they will also be able to continue with other teachers and
influencers to guide their hearts. But, if from the outset they
are not trained properly, it is very difficult to change their ways
and correct these midos.

Still, every step of chinuch taken at a tender age, prepares hi
for his entire life, for whatever he can add to his Torah and
Yiras Shamayim [Fear of Heaven] while young will extend for
his entire life from the power of the chinuch that he received
at the beginning of his journey.

It is possible that when the Rebbe comes to the World Above, he will
also see even all the generations after the student that he taught,
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they will be treated as if they are his children, for even the
chinuch of the children of his students and his students’ students
are very dependent on the chinuch they received from the
students themselves. That chinuch that they received they
passed on to their children and their students, and they will also
pass on their training, and he is like the person who gives birth
to children, for all the generations from his sons onward are
linked to his merit.

More than this! Sometimes their merit in this that they establish
students has greater merit for them than actually having children
for having children is also dependent on personal intentions that
are not dependent on a mitzvah. The child, aside from the
mitzvah to have children, everyone has the personal desire to
raise a family and to be a father to children and a grandfather to
grandchildren. This is not so with a teacher who establishes
students who has no mundane and eternal pleasure. He only has
the good will to establish students and to merit to set them on
the right paths, and this is a greater zchus for the person.

It is not just the higher kavanah that the Rebbe has over the
father, but even regarding actions as we see in Chazal (Bava
Metzia 33a) that teaches that Reuven’s son who is also Shimon’s
student must hold dear Shimon his rebbe than Reuven his father.
‘If one sees his father’s lost object and his Rav’s lost object, his
Rav’s object takes precedence, for his father brought him into
this world, whereas his Rav who taught him wisdom brings him
to the World to Come.’ That is, the father who gave birth to the
son is just the conduit for his purpose in the world, and surely
one the son reaches his purpose and recognizes his Creator and
serves Him, his mitzvos will be linked for the benefit of the
father, for ultimately, he is the conduit for all these mitzvos.
However, so long as there is no one to teach the boy Torah and
yirah, then the father is not sure that he did hid part right, for
the choice is up to the son. Just the one who taught his Torah
and yirah, aside from complementing the work of the father and
turning him to good, he does the ‘main’ job of bringing the boy
to his purpose, since he helps the boy understand that the true
good is the best choice.

If we consider these teachers, we se how they benefit the
children and exert themselves to put them on the correct path.
Even when the students have a hard time learning, the teachers
understand how to speak to them in a way the students accept.
Even if the students do not act properly, the teachers do not give
in to their feelings, without first considering how it will help the
students. Sometimes when a boy does something wrong, he
wants to rebuke him or hit him or punish him body or soul, he
thinks that if the boy sees that he will suffer he will not do it
again. But sometimes, this is not ‘chinuch’, because the boy will
not understand the severity of his actions. It is better to explain
to him calmly what he did wrong, until he will not do it again on
his own. Now, his Rav will have the merit of setting him on the
right path for the rest of his life.

This is the place to also arouse the students, that they should
understand how important their rebbeim are, whether present
or past, for they have instilled in them much Torah and good
midos, and they bring them to the World to Come. They are
more important than their fathers who gave birth to them, and
so it is incumbent on them to honor and respect them properly.
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